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TELLING OUR

Message from the President
Dear Friends,
It is my pleasure to share with you the stories that make up the fabric of Taft
College. From students, to faculty members, to community members, we
all have a story to tell about how our community college experiences have
made a difference in our lives.

Dr. Debra S. Daniels, Taft College Superintendent/President

My own story is not much different than the stories of students we serve
today at Taft College. As I was graduating from high school, I did not have
any hope of going to college. My family could not afford to send me away to
school and needed me to help run the family potato farm. However, I was
determined to go to college, so I worked nights at a manufacturing plant
that made telephone and computer cords, and drove 50 miles to the closest
community college to take courses. My course schedule allowed me time to
work on the farm and at my paying job. Many times I did not have enough
time for study and work, and I had to choose between buying gas or buying
food. But somehow I made it through and graduated. I credit the people at
the community college where I graduated with giving me a great foundation
for the rest of my education and career. My own education’s beginning
is why I am so passionate about making sure that every student gets the
support they need to be successful at Taft College.
I hope you enjoy reading about our journey and consider creating your own
story to add to the Taft College Family.

Warm regards,

Debra S. Daniels
Dr. Debra S. Daniels
Superintendent/President

“

It’s been my privilege to have you as students at Taft College. We hope you will
continue to be a part of our college community now and in the future.
— Excerpt from the 2017 Taft College Commencement Address

Be All That You Can Be,
at Taft College
In 2017, Taft College opened a new veterans center. The center provides veterans with various support
services, including help with accessing VA benefits. In 2016-2017, Taft College served 22 veterans. One
of those Veterans is Shane Luttrell.

O

n July 18, 2011, an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) blew
Shane off a wall, changing his life forever. A few months earlier,
Shane had just started his tour of duty in Afghanistan. He had
considered other branches of the military, but hated water and
figured joining the Army would improve his chances of staying on dry
land. Sure enough, he got deployed to a desert environment. Shane
was well aware of the dangers of war—his uncle was one of the first
three soldiers killed in Afghanistan after September 11, 2001. However,
Shane loved his country and decided that the best way to honor the
memory of his uncle was to continue in his footsteps.
Shane was part of 3-21 Infantry which was deployed to some of the
most hostile areas of Afghanistan. Some days, members of his unit
had to stay awake for 48-72 hours to secure different areas of interest.
However, Shane was always able to stay calm. When members of his
unit needed someone to confide in, they were able to talk to each
other as if they were family. He cared deeply about his fellow soldiers,
and his dedication to the unit helped ensure they performed their best.
One early July morning in 2011, Shane’s Platoon was conducting a
patrol, and a fellow soldier set off an IED with the buttstock of his rifle

when he slipped. Fortunately, the blast only partially detonated and
the soldier’s injuries were not life threatening, but the shockwave sent
Shane flying off the top of a mud wall, burning his face and making him
a recipient of the Purple Heart medal. After a week and a half recovery
from the after effects of the blast and with the help of the dedicated
medical team, Shane was able to return to duty and complete his tour.
After serving six years and four months in the Army, Shane returned
home, and enrolled at Taft College.
With the help of Professor Tina Mendoza, Shane was able to start the
Veterans Club on campus. Through his duties as club President, he
now helps fellow veterans through coaching and camaraderie, so they
can perform their best at Taft College—just as he did for his soldiers in
the Army. Shane chose to major in Kinesiology at Taft College, which
will allow him to one day become a physical therapist so that he can
help heal veterans as well as anyone wishing to create a healthier
lifestyle for themselves. Because of his experiences, Shane has chosen
this path so he can help others in the way that he was helped in his
time of need.

Shane Luttrell with members
of the TC Veterans Club.

Transition to Independent
H ealthy Living
In 2017, the Transition to Independent Living (TIL) program at Taft College collaborated with Ray and Lodema
Hatch to start the Healthy Eaters program. The purpose of the program is to teach TIL students how healthy
eating can improve their lives. One student who has benefited from the Healthy Eaters program is Dustin.

D

ustin, a student at TIL, loves the hit zombie TV show The Walking Dead. In fact, he loves
the show so much that he purchased the official Walking Dead cookbook, which details
the recipes you need to survive (while avoiding being eaten) during a zombie apocalypse.
Unfortunately, while the recipes are great for a zombie apocalypse, they’re not as great for
a healthy diet. Still, Dustin loved the show, so he gave Ray and Lodema a challenge—could they find
a way to make the recipes in the zombie cookbook healthy? Fortunately, Ray and Lodema were up
to the challenge. One of Dustin’s favorite recipes from the Walking Dead cookbook was “Morgan’s
Peanut Butter Protein Bars.” The original recipe was high in sugar and fat, so Ray and Lodema made
some minor but critical changes—replacing honey with date paste, and replacing peanut butter
with powerdered peanut butter. By making those minor changes, Ray and Lodema were able to
transform the unhealthy candy bar into a healthy snack, while preserving the same great taste.
Ray and Lodema weren’t always healthy eaters. In fact, they prided themselves in frequently
eating out at restaurants. However, that lifestyle would come to a screeching halt eight years ago
when Ray was diagnosed with cancer. During his treatment, Ray and Lodema had time to reflect
and explore the science behind health. They read many books and spoke with many doctors.
Eventually, their educational journey led them to a key discovery—if Ray was going to beat cancer,
he needed to drastically change his diet. Ray was eventually able to beat cancer, and he attributes
much of that success to his new healthy eating lifestyle. Now, Ray and Lodema are proud to share
their knowledge with the Taft College community. Working with our TIL students, Ray and Lodema
are ensuring that these students are not just transitioning to independent living—but rather to
independent healthy living. The zombie apocalypse will probably never come; but if it does, Ray and
Lodema are confident that Dustin and his TIL classmates will be able to survive on a healthy diet.

Morgan’s Peanut Butter Protein Bars
No matter what the mat by the door may say, no one is ever so welcome that they can help
themselves to someone else’s protein bars – especially the very last peanut butter one. Here’s
how to make your own no-bake version of this delicious treat.
PREP TIME: 10 MINUTES COOK TIME: 10 MINUTES

INACTIVE TIME: 2 HOURS

YIELDS: 12 BARS
½ cup honey date paste
¼ cup maple syrup
½ cup peanut butter (crunchy or smooth) powdered peanut butter
1 teaspoon cinnamon for dusting
3 cups puffed rice cereal
¼ cup protein powder
½ cup chocolate chips
¼ cup dried cranberries
¼ cup salted sunflower seeds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Line the bottom of a large glass baking dish with parchment paper, cutting it if necessary
so that it fits the length of the pan and there is some overhang over the sides of the dish.
In a large saucepan, melt the honey, maple syrup, and peanut butter over medium heat,
stirring occasionally until smooth and runny.
Remove from heat and stir in the cinnamon. Let cool for 10 minutes before proceeding,
stirring occasionally.
Mix in the puffed rice cereal, protein powder, chocolate chips, dried cranberries, and
sunflower seeds until everything is well combined and coated.
Spread the mixture onto the paper-lined baking dish, using a spatula to press it down
firmly and create an even layer.
Allow the mixture to set in the fridge for 1 to 2 hours.
Remove from the fridge and use the parchment overhang to lift the mixture out of the
dish and onto a cutting board. Remove the parchment paper and cut into 12 bars, making
sure to properly hide one for later.

Recipe based on “The Walking Dead: The Official Cookbook and
Survival Guide” and modified by Ray and Lodema Hatch.

Pictured left: Ray and Lodema Hatch in the TIL kitchen.
Above is the recipe for Dustin’s favorite bars modified for healthier ingredients.

Keeping a Promise
In 2017, TC started the Taft College Promise Program, which provides graduates of Taft
Union High School, Buena Vista High School, and Maricopa High School free tuition and
books for a full year. The TC Promise program is designed to remove economic roadblocks
and strengthen the academic achievement of selected students. The first cohort of Promise
students started in fall 2017. One of those students is Gerardo Hernandes.

2017 TC Promise student, Gerardo Hernandes

I

t’s 2:30am. While most teenagers are sleeping, Gerardo is wide-awake. Working
in his kitchen, Gerardo and his mother prepare coffee, tortillas, and other
food items. By 4am, they are out in the fields, selling food and drinks to farm
workers. Some days, selling food is not enough, and Gerardo also works the
fields picking melons to earn extra income. It’s hard work, but what keeps Gerardo
going is a promise he made to himself—that his three younger brothers would live
a better life.
Years earlier, Gerardo’s father also tried to create a better life for Gerardo and
his brothers. Unfortunately, he chose the wrong path, which landed him a prison
sentence at the Taft Correctional Institution, and eventually deportation.
Having witnessed his father’s mistake, Gerardo knows that the path out of poverty
is through education, not crime, and so he enrolled at Taft College. With the
financial support of the TC Promise Program, Gerardo is confident that he’ll be able
to graduate, land a good paying job, and keep the promise he made to ensure his
brothers live a better life. By setting a good example, Gerardo hopes his brothers
will follow in his footsteps and enroll in college as well.

TC Promise 2017-18 Cohort

From Breaking to Making
In 2017, with the support of Phillips 66, Taft College was able to expand its
internship program. Internships enable TC students to get hands-on professional
experience so they can be better prepared when they enter the workforce. One of
these interns is Arturo Ramos.

A

rturo was always fascinated with how cars work. When he was six, he
took apart a toy car to figure out how all the individual components
functioned. Unfortunately, he was not able to put the car back
together, which earned him a scolding from his parents. Nevertheless,
Arturo continued taking apart machines, and during his teenage years
transitioned to disassembling computers. Fortunately, he got better at
taking stuff apart and putting things back together, which was a relief for his
parents. However, while he was able to get the machines to work again, he
began wondering how the machines functioned in the first place. He knew
that the only way to learn how machines functioned was through education,
and so he enrolled at Taft College as a Mechanical Engineering major.
With the support of Phillips 66, Arturo was able to land an exciting paid
internship in the Taft College engineering lab, where he gets to work on 3D
printers. With the guidance of Professor Paul Blake, Arturo is finally getting a
chance to learn how machines actually work. With his newfound knowledge
of mechanical engineering, Arturo hopes to one day design new automobiles.
Arturo is also confident that if he ever needed to take apart another toy car,
he’d have no trouble putting it back together.

Arturo working on a 3D printer.

Arturo working on his car.

Raindrops Keep Falling on
My Beaker
In 2017, Taft College started construction on the final Measure A funded project—a
Student Center facility that includes a bookstore, cafeteria, and student center.
Measure A enabled Taft College to make much needed infrastructure improvements,
which have enhanced the lives of many students and faculty. One professor who
directly benefited from Measure A is Mike Mayfield.
Professor Mike Mayfield in his Chemistry lab.

P

rofessor Mike Mayfield’s chemistry students were confused. They had
followed directions and put together the right chemicals into their
beakers. However, there seemed to be something contaminating their
unknowns. While the students may have been confused, Mike Mayfield
knew what had happened. After years of disrepair, the Science Building roof
had started to come apart. Every time it rained, water would pour into the
classrooms. As a result, the faculty resorted to using beakers from their labs
to stop the rainwater from puddling on the tables. As it happens, it had rained
earlier that day, and sure enough, some students were inadvertently mixing
their unknowns with beakers of rainwater.
Fortunately, with the support of the Taft community and Measure A funding,
TC was able to repair the Science Building roof in 2005. Since then, not a single
Chemistry experiment has been ruined by rainwater. Professor Mayfield can
now focus all his efforts on helping students fill their mind with knowledge,
rather than emptying beakers of rainwater.

From Baselines
to Pipelines
On June 20, 2017, Taft College honored its long-time partner Chevron by
naming its STEM building the Chevron Innovation Lab. Over the years, Chevron
has provided much needed support to TC. In return, TC has sent Chevron some
of our best graduates. One of those graduates is Bo Bravo.

That’s Bo!

The 1990 Taft College Baseball Team.
Bo Bravo is #16.

I

n the fall of 1990, Bo Bravo finally got a chance to play ball. Bo sat
on the bench for the beginning of the season, until Coach Tony
Thompson finally called Bo up to pitch. Playing against the fierce
College of the Sequoias, Bo was able to lead the team to victory.
That victory would kickoff Bo’s successful baseball career at Taft.
However, when reflecting upon his time playing baseball at TC, it’s not
the victories that resonate most. Rather, it’s the relationship he built
with his teammates. Bo learned a lot from his Coach, but perhaps the
greatest lesson was that a team could only be victorious when you put
the right players in the right positions.
In 2017, a Chevron pump suffered a massive failure, which resulted in a
drastic decrease in production. With no time to spare, someone would
have to quickly assemble the right team to make repairs. Fortunately,
Bo Bravo, now working as a production supervisor at Chevron, was able
to rise to the challenge. Taking the lessons he learned from his college
days, Bo Bravo assembled a small team that he knew could get the job
done. Under a tight deadline, Bo led his team to repair the pump, and
production was restored.
Today, Bo and his team continue the important work of ensuring that oil
continues to flow. If the day comes that another major repair is needed,
Bo knows his team will be ready to play ball.

From left to right is: Akhil Thomas (Facility Engineer), Phil
Johnson (Mechanical Supervisor), Joe Lugo (Head Operator),
Bo Bravo (Production/Thermal Supervisor), Matt Melton
(Mechanic and Taft College Graduate), Joe Morris (Head
Mechanic) and Buddy Owens (Operator).

A Taft Tradition
In 2017, Taft College celebrated its largest graduating class ever, awarding 563 degrees
and certificates. This accomplishment would not be possible without our dedicated faculty
and staff. The accomplishment would also not be possible without the commitment of our
community, which has established a multi-generational college-going culture at Taft. One of
these community members is Loretta Garcia Lipscomb.

Dr. Loretta Garcia Lipscomb (middle) with her two daughters,
Elizabeth (left) and Jessica (right).

In 2017, Taft college celebrated the largest
graduating class in our history.

L

oretta’s granddaughter Sarah was always engaged in her education. When it
was time for her to choose which college to attend, it came as no surprise that
she chose Taft College. After all, her mother had graduated from TC, and her
grandmother before her. Loretta’s niece Isabella is also a TC graduate as is her
mother, Dr. Lipscomb’s youngest sister. At Taft College, we pride ourselves in serving
students who are the first in their family to go to college. However, we also pride
ourselves in creating college-going family traditions.
One of those family traditions started nearly six decades ago. The year was 1959.
Hawaii and Alaska had just become states, and Johnny Horton’s “The Battle of New
Orleans” topped the Billboard Hot 100. It was also the year that Loretta Garcia
graduated from Taft College, and started a new tradition for her family. Five of her
siblings followed her to TC. In the coming years, Loretta helped guide her daughters
Elizabeth and Jessica to a Taft College education. During this time, Loretta also joined
Taft College as a part-time library clerk. She progressed to the position of the Vice
President of Instruction, and was instrumental in developing many of our academic
programs including Dental Hygiene and Distance Education.

Dr. Loretta Garcia Lipscomb (middle) with her daughter
Elizabeth (left) and her granddaughter Sarah (right).

Today, Loretta’s granddaughter Sarah continues the family tradition, and is on track to
graduate in May 2018. In the coming years. Perhaps Loretta’s younger grandchildren
Ian, Julia, and James will keep the tradition going. Concurrently, Taft will continue to
reach out to first-generation students so they too can start a TC tradition of their own.
The collective efforts of starting and continuing traditions are critical to the success
of Taft College, and will help us ensure that every future graduating class will be the
largest ever.

Dr. Loretta Garcia Lipscomb (middle) with her daughter Elizabeth
(left) and her granddaughter Sarah (right).

As the Native American Proverb goes:

“Tell me the facts and I’ll learn. Tell me the truth and I’ll believe.
But tell me a story and it will live in my heart forever.”

These stories would not be possible without the generous
support of our community.

On behalf of the Taft College Board of Trustees,
thank you for being a part of our story!

THE TAFT COLLEGE
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OF TRUSTEES

If you would like to make a donation to our Foundation, please
visit www.taftcollege.edu/foundation or contact Sheri Horn-Bunk
at shorn-bunk@taftcollege.edu.

THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF OUR STORY!
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