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[bookmark: _sch37liqcewv]Taft College Academic Senate Minutes Draft
Monday, March 2, 2026
Cougar Room 
12:10 pm - 1:00 pm

Meeting Attendees 
Senate Members 
Amar Abbott 
Jennifer Altenhofel 
Darcy Bogle 
Nathan Cahoon 
Christopher Chung-Wee 
Amanda Clark 
Apolonia Cotto 
Pearl Daley 
Bill Devine
Candace Duron 
Geoffrey Dyer 
Shelley Getty 
Greg Golling
Vicki Jacobi 
Abbas Jarrahian
Kelly Kulzer Reyes
Steve Lytle
Mariza Martinez 
James May
Janis Mendenhall  
Michelle Oja
Ruby Payne
Juana Rangel Escobedo 
Joy Reynolds 
Kristi Richards 
Debora Rodenhauser 
Kenneth Smith 
Terri Smith 
Christopher Taylor 
Lori Travis 
Kyle Webster 

Student Representative
Monsi Gonzales

Guest 
Greg Bormann
Jamie Lopez 

[bookmark: _wg1recgjqmx]
Call to Order 12:10
[bookmark: _bh25la9a7px0]Public Comment None
[bookmark: _chos11bhrsfq]Action Items
January 16, 2026, meeting Minutes approved with date correction
February 17, 2026, special meeting Minutes not available yet
[bookmark: _vg8qwbce148c]New Business
· Taft College Academic Senate Resolution: In Support of Establishing a Registered Nursing (RN) Program at Taft College 
· After discussion Motion to amend the Resolves concluded to remove the second and third resolves and amend the first resolve to read “Resolved, that the Taft College Academic Senate formally supports the continued development and the investigation of the feasibility for the implementation of a Registered Nursing (RN) program at Taft College.” Motion by M. Oja and second by B. Devine-approved amended resolution.  Motion by K. Webster and second by K. Kulzer Reyes to approve the perfected resolution- Motion passed.

· Faculty Emeritus Nominations – 9 faculty nominated for emeritus status-motion to approve by K. Kulzer and seconded by K. Smith. Motion approved

· AP 4115 Award of Emeritus Status Faculty Emeritus Privileges and Benefits: Request to add benefits of ID card, library privileges, attend graduation ceremony, bookstore discounts, IT support, zoom access, and early bird dinner discounts.  Benefits would apply retroactively to current emeritus faculty, next goes to governance council and to president for approval.  Motion by A. Abbott and second by D. Bogle. Motion approved


· BP 2431 Superintendent/President Selection: Changes to BP 2431 without consultation with the Academic senate President in violation of title 5, section 53203 (f).  For current hiring committee for the presidential search, two faculty were appointed by the Board of Trustees, not AS president and previously, there were three faculty on the screening committees for the president/superintendent of the college.  Academic Senate Council wanted a more descriptive of who those representatives should be: elected officials by the faculty-AS President and Faculty Association President and appointed senator at large for the third person. Discussion about other changes to the AP and BP but held to only those changes that are within the 10 + 1 scope of the academic senate. Motion to wordsmith the BP and bring back to next Academic Senate meeting in April made by A. Abbott and second by D. Rodenhauser.  Motion Passed





The remainder of the New Business items were tabled by the President due to time constrains.
· Ad Hoc Committee: BP and AP 4030 Academic Freedom
· BP and AP 4060 Delineation of Functions Agreements
· BP and AP 4110 Honorary Degrees
· BP 4225 Course Repetition
· BP and AP 5050 Student Success and Support Program
· BP 5052 and AP Open Enrollment
· BP and AP 5110 Counseling
· BP 5140 Disabled Student Programs and Services
[bookmark: _e2a65gbs3a6a]Informational
· Michelle Oja Vice President of Academic Senate 2026-2028 -since there were no other nominees, M. Oja becomes the Vice President of the Academic Senate- round of applause

· Recommendation for replacement faculty position update: President/Superintendent Minor advised the AS President that the only faculty replacements will be full time Chemistry and full time Librarian.  Other faculty will be replaced by adjunct faculty as needed.

· ASCCC Area A: Friday March 13, 2026 
· ASCCC Spring 2026 Plenary: Thursday, April 9, 2026- Saturday, April 11, 2026
· Hyatt Regency Sonoma Wine Country, Santa Rosa
Transformational Love & Joy: Centering Equity, Purpose, and Courage in Academic Leadership
[bookmark: _1j3c7kl934y3]Senator Comments 
A. Abbott reminded faculty that the website migration to a new platform will occur in early April.

[bookmark: _fotlpt7vtmc8]Adjournment  1:00 pm
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