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[bookmark: _sch37liqcewv]Taft College Academic Senate Minutes 

Monday, October 6, 2025
Cougar Room 
12:10 pm - 1:00 pm
[bookmark: _wg1recgjqmx]Meeting Attendees
Senate Members
Amar Abbott
Michelle A. Beasley
Darcy Bogle
Apolonia Cotto
Pearl Daley
Bill Devine
Candace Duron
Geoffrey Dyer
Shelley Getty
Vicki Jacobi
Danielle Kerr
Janis Mendenhall
David Mitchell
Michelle Oja
Jason Page
Ruby Payne
Tabitha Raber
Joy Reynolds
Kristi Richards
Kenneth Smith
Terri Smith
Wesley Nishiyama

Guest
Jamie Lopez
Monse Gonzalez (ASO)
Call to Order 
12:14 pm
[bookmark: _bh25la9a7px0]Public Comment 
[bookmark: _chos11bhrsfq]Action Items
[bookmark: _yna9ibvmg6s5]Approval of the Minutes 
August 22, 2025 meeting 
· Candace requests approval of the minutes, noting a correction: Juana's title should be changed from director counselor to coordinator counselor.
· Minor name corrections for other members also need fixed.
· Motion to approve the minutes is made by Bill Devine, seconded by Danielle Kerr, and approved unanimously.
[bookmark: _m5pnlmwhkcdv]NewBusiness
· Subcommittee Charters
· Academic Development Committee 
· Candace introduces Danielle, the chair, who presents recommended changes to the mission and purpose of support courses and Student Success courses.
· Motion to approve the charter is made by Danielle Kerr, seconded by Lori Travis, and approved unanimously.

· Career and Technical Education Committee
· No major changes just clarifications.  Looked at what other committees did and their language, structures, and how quorum is made
· Motion to approve the charter is made by Vicki Jacobi, seconded by Danielle Kerr, Michelle Oja ask for clarification on the CTE Liaison
· The motion is approved unanimously.

· Curriculum and General Education Committee 
· Candace reviews the charter, noting no changes from last year.
· Motion to approve the charter is made by Amar Abott, seconded by Darcy Bogle, and approved unanimously.

· Distance Learning and Education Committee
· Dual Enrollment Committee
· No changes from last year.
· Motion to approve the charter is made by Vicki Jacobi seconded by Bill Devine and approved unanimously.

· Faculty Professional Development Committee
· Candace introduces recommended changes based on State Senate paper on professional development for faculty.
· Motion to approve the charter is made by Darcy Bogle, seconded by Christopher Chung-Wee.
· Michelle Oja begins a discussion on self-evaluation portion.  Michelle motions to amend the charter but the motion dies.
· The original motion to approve the charter is restated (Motion made by Darcy Bogle, seconded by Christopher Chung-Wee, and approved with Michelle Oja opposing and Joy Reynolds abstaining (?).
· Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Steering Committee 

· AP 5015 Residence Determination 
· Discussion on changes to the AP 5015 Residence Determination, including gender-neutral language.
· Motion to approve the charter with recommended changes is made by Michelle Oja (with the gender-neutral language), seconded by Amar Abbott.
· Geoffrey Dyer questions the original intent behind the language.  Is there historical context of gender-specific language.  It is determined that further clarification is needed.
· First motion fails; take the charter back to Sarah for clarification.

· Taft College Mid-term Report
· Midterm Report is introduced, noting similarities to the draft sent out at the end of last year.  There is a discussion on continuous improvement programs and institutional effectiveness information.
· Motion to approve the midterm report is made by Bill Devine, seconded by Vicki Jacobi, and approved unanimously.

· [bookmark: _ui5yv214vocg]Ad Hoc Committee: Creation of an Artificial Intelligence Policy

· There is a need for an ad hoc committee to create an AI policy for academics.
· There is a motion to create the ad hoc committee is made by Ruby Payne, seconded by Darcy Bogle, and approved unanimously.
· Initial volunteers are Geoffrey Dyer, Terri Smith, Michelle A. Beasley, Kenneth Smith, and Tabitha Raber.
· Discussion on committee membership and participation noting that more volunteers can be added later.

Informational

· ASCCC’s Annual Fall Plenary Session will be held November 6–8, 2025. Theme: Resilience in Action: Upholding Our Humanity and Mission Amid a Shifting Landscape
· [bookmark: _1j3c7kl934y3]Undocumented Student Success Week (USSW): Together in Purpose, Grounded in Belonging, October 13-17
· Candace provides updates on upcoming events: Plenary, area meeting, and Undocumented Student Success Week.

Senator Comments
· Concerns are raised about the SLO day and compliance training, noting ongoing follow-up with administration.
· An upcoming non-credit regional convening hosted by College of the Canyons.
[bookmark: _fotlpt7vtmc8]Adjournment 
· There is a motion to adjourn the meeting is made by Christopher Chung-Wee, seconded by Tabitha Raber, and approved unanimously.
· 12:58 pm
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